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273 8 TRYn YMaYm — develop many disciples.
. Avos d'Rabbi Nosson (2:9) quotes the following
dispute. The Academy of Shammai said: “A Torah
teacher should teach only one who is wise and hum-
ble, and who comes from a good family.” The
Academy of Hillel said, “Teach all, for there have
been many sinners among the Jews who were
brought near to Torah study and emerged as righ-
teous, pious, and upstanding persons.” Our Mish-
nah follows the opinion of Beis Hillel. /
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It was taught: On that day that they removed Rabban Gamliel from his position
and appointed Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya in his place, there was also 2 fondamen-
tal change in the general approach of the study hall as they dismissed the guard
at the door and permission was granted to the students to enter. [nstead of
Rabban Gamliel's selective approach that asserted that the students must be
screened before accepting them into the study hall, the new approach asserted
that anyone who seeks to study should be given opportunity to do so. As Rab-
ban Gamliel would proclaim and say: Any student whose inside, his thoughts
and feelings, are not like his outside, i.e., his conduct and his character traits
are lacking, will not enter the study hall.

The Gemara relates: On that day several benches were added to the study hall
to accommodate the numerous students. Rabbi Yohanan said: Abba Yosef
ben Dostai and the Rabbis disputed this matter. One said: Four hundred
benches were added to the study hall. And one said: Seven hundred bench-
es were added to the study hall. When he saw the tremendous growth in the
number of students, Rabban Gamliel was disheartened. He said: Perhaps,
Heaven forbid, I prevented Israel from engaging in Torah study. They showed
him in his dream white jugs filled with ashes alluding to the fact that the ad-
ditional students were worthless idlers. The Gemara comments: That is not the
case, but that dream was shown to him to ease his mind so that he would not

feel bad.
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Arms the Size of the World
An open letter to the moshavim of the Galilee, September 23, 1913

My beloved brothers, if only I had arms the size of the world, so that
I could hug you all with love. (IR 2, p. 229)
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